
• The Mascot 
• The Option among Many 
• The Good Teacher 
• The Spiritual Life Coach 
• The Giver of Prosperity 
• The National Patriot 

• The Social Justice Warrior 
• The Moral Example 
• The New Moses 
• The Mystical Friend 
• The Feminized 
• The Teddy Bear

 
REVIEW – So far, we’ve covered… 

• The Mascot, who never has anything bad to say to you. He only cheers you on and tells you to do 
whatever makes you happy. 

• The Option among Many, who is probably one of the ways to heaven, but who are we to say that none 
of the other religions could make it to heaven, too? 

• The Good Teacher, who has good things to say (like loving others), but he certainly isn’t divine. 
• The Spiritual Life Coach, who encourages you to submit yourself to him so that you might reach the 

“next level” of Christianity and step out of your boring, old way of life. 
 
We see some similarities to the Spiritual Life Coach in the false Christ we study today: the Giver of Prosperity. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Olivia, a seven-year-old girl from your neighborhood, is found to have a brain tumor. Your neighbors (and 
members of the big non-denominational church in town), Jim and Stacy, organize a prayer meeting her. At the 
meeting they say, “We need to stay positive about Olivia. We need to speak positive words about her being 
healed. We need to put these words into practice and storm the storehouse of heaven with prayer. Olivia will be 
healed because we have faith!”  
 
At first, this appears to “work” as Olivia takes a turn for the better. But then over the course of a few months her 
body stops responding to treatments. In a conversation with Jim and Stacy, you state that, no matter what, the 
Lord has Olivia in his hands. If she lives, the Lord will have healed her. If she dies, Jesus will have healed her by 
removing her from this world of sorrow unto himself. Jim and Stacy visibly and audibly show disdain for your 
words. “Neighbor! Jesus is triumphant! By his wounds, we are healed. Victory is on its way for Olivia, wheich 
means we’ve gotta plan for the increase, restoration, and comeback of Olivia’s health and prosperity. There’s no 
room for defeatist talk, especially right now.”  
 
Tragically, not much later, Olivia dies. One of your neighbors (not Jim or Stacy) says to you, “I believe the 
reason Olivia died is that we did not have enough faith. If we would’ve prayed so much that God would’ve 
answered just to shut us up, Olivia would still be alive.” 
  
1. Have you ever run into an approach like this? 
 
 
 

a. What makes it attractive? 
 
 
 

b. One conclusion was reached by the neighbor in the final paragraph; what is the other possible 
conclusion, according to this way of thinking? 

 
 



 
 

The Word-Faith Movement + Prosperity Gospel + New Thought Movement  

• God’s plan is for each of us to be _____________, ______________, and _________________. 

• ______________ and __________________ are key to triggering these blessings. 

• Faith is a force in the Christian. It comes by _____________ harder and ____________ about it more. 

• If you do not have a prosperous life, God must not be paying attention to you; instead, Satan is working 
all these evil things in your life. 

 
Walking the Narrow Lutheran Middle 
 
2. Jesus said, “But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” The same is 

true for good theology! Explain how The Giver of Prosperity comes from an unbalanced view of… 
 

a. the power of prayer/how God answers prayer 
 
 
 

b. the blessings of faith/the power of faith 
 
 
 

c. eschatological blessings (things that are promised in heaven but not on earth) 
 
 
 

d. God’s role in sending suffering into the lives of believers 
 

 

3.  Agree/disagree (and explain): It is more dangerous to underestimate the power of God than it is to 
overestimate it. 

 
 
 

The	Giver	of	Prosperity	is	an	Americanized	idol	who	always	grants	health,	wealth,	and	success	to	those	
whose	faith	reaches	a	satisfactory	(but	never	defined)	level.	

	
	
	

MEET THE REAL JESUS 
 
4. What does the real Jesus have to teach us about… 
 

a. the power of prayer? (Matthew 26:36-46) 
 
 
 

b. the relationship between faith and suffering? (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) 



 
 

c. material wealth? (Matthew 6:19-24) 
 
 
 

d. the restoration of all things? (Philippians 3:17-21) 
 
 
 
 
5. The Giver of Prosperity is nothing new! Check out the dialogue from Job 11:13-20. This is Job’s “friend” 

Zophar speaking. 
 

a. Note all the “if-then” language (a trademark of the prosperity gospel). What should Job do, 
according to verses 13 and 14? 

 
 

b. If/when he does those things, what will happen, according to verses 15-19? 
 
 

c. Consider verse 20. Do the wicked always fail in this life? In other words, do bad things only happen 
to bad people? 

 
 
6. Agree/disagree (and explain): Confessing your sins leads to prosperity. 
 
 
 
 
RESPONDING 
Think about how you might use the following questions to springboard a talk with 
Jim and Stacy toward the real Jesus. 
 

• Jim, if this is what you believe about Jesus, why do you have glasses? Why 
do you take vitamins? Stacy, why haven’t you been promoted in 8 years? Is 
your faith strong enough? 

 
 
 

• Can I share an example from the Bible of a time when God worked through difficult circumstances? 
 
 
 

• Have you heard the account of Elijah and the prophets of Baal? Elijah suggested that Baal might be 
asleep and that the prophets just had to wake him up. Do you think our God is similar; that we just need 
to activate his blessing somehow? 

 
 
 

• Do you think it’s possible for a believer to have no problems in life if they have enough faith? 

Rules	of	Responding:	
	

ü Gentleness	and	
respect	

	
ü Listening	>	speaking	

	
ü Let	God	speak	for	

himself	



 
 

What comments or questions do you have? 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer – Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me CW 831 vs. 1,3,5 
Why should cross and trial grieve me?  
Christ is near with his cheer; never will he leave me. 
Who can rob me of the heaven  
that God’s Son for me won when his life was given? 
 
God gives me my days of gladness,  
and I will trust him still when he sends me sadness. 
God is good; his love attends me  
day by day, come what may, guides me and befriends me. 
 
Since I know God never fails me,  
in his voice I’ll rejoice when grim death assails me.  
Trusting in my Savior’s merit,  
safe at last, troubles past, I shall heaven inherit. Amen. 


